
Observing wildlife has always brought me unprecedented joy, spending hours 
watching the natural world around me. The intricacy of an organism’s day-to-day life 
and its effects on ecosystems is mesmerising. It is this fascination which makes me 
so keen to take this study further in the lecture theatre, laboratory and out in the 
field. 

This past year, I conducted a research project resulting in my own 
recommendations for the reintroduction of Lynx. Having assessed the affecting 
variables I compared success rates of past reintroductions and the species’ ecology 
to create a final proposal. I was awarded distinction and an externally modulated 
President’s Prize. I am keenly following the issues faced in rewilding and have 
attended debates as well as having access to recent progress through the media. 

An invaluable month’s work experience at Tiggywinkle’s Wildlife Hospital 
taught me basic skills in animal husbandry and treatment. I handled 41 species, each 
individual with a different character displayed through its morphology and 
behavioural traits. Working so close with the animals – in both small teams and 
independently – totally inspired me. It reinforced my desire to understand more 
about wildlife and taught me some valuable lessons, including the importance of not 
humanising wild animals since the ultimate aim is to return them to their natural 
habitat. I am a member of the RSPB, Wildlife Trust and BBONT and I love visiting 
reserves to observe the wildlife as well as seeking out interesting texts. I particularly 
enjoyed Tim Birkhead’s Bird Sense, which studies the senses of birds by looking at 
their biology and behaviour and anthropomorphising them relating them to human 
senses. I am a member of the local common management team, meeting up to 
manage the land to maintain diversity and improve habitat quality. This taught me to 
work effectively with a team to achieve one goal.  

Alongside my interest in animal behaviour and ecology, my studies in 
genetics, biochemistry and evolution provide a broader understanding which is an 
essential part of being a biologist. My choice to study geography over maths has not 
detracted from my ability to work on mathematical problems and data analysis. I see 
my geographical studies as an important component in understanding habitats and 
conservation. Excelling in the subject I was awarded the school’s Edge’s Prize. In art, I 
regularly use the natural world as inspiration. Most recently, my work has portrayed 
detailed scientific drawings of invertebrates combined with the effect of the same 
species upon the medium on which I draw. I believe it is my desire for knowledge 
and enquiring mind that led to consistently high grades and an academic scholarship 
in the sixth form. 

I am a keen wildlife photographer and spend countless hours observing and 
monitoring wildlife first hand, taking momentary snapshots from the complex life of 
an organism. I report on my subjects regularly through my blog 
joewoodmanwildlife.com. I have won school and external competitions, and 
displayed my work at a professional exhibition where my photos were bought by the 
public. 

I am very actively involved in drama and music, touring with a choir in five 
different countries, which has added to my confidence. I hold a dramatic scholarship 
and have performed at the Oxford Playhouse and Edinburgh International Fringe 
Festival, as well as achieving LAMDA grade 8 distinction. My experience of drama, 
passion for biology and documenting the natural world has led to a longer-term 



ambition to present my own research through the media. I was shortlisted in a 
national competition with my short film on sanderlings in Scilly. 

I’m eager to pursue a greater understanding of biology, to learn from experts 
in their field and to spend time on practical work, analysis , fieldwork and research. 
I’m sure this would be the most exciting way to spend the next three years and 
would, I hope, lead to a lifetime of work in, and study of, the natural world. 
 


