
 

 

Being the first person to sit Latin A-level at Dubai College, I am often asked by peers what the 
study of Classics involves, and why I chose to work through the course in my spare time. The 
answer I give, which still stands, is that I am drawn to the challenge of understanding classical 
texts, and the opportunity to better appreciate the societies in which they were written. 
Knowledge of the historical, linguistic and philosophical aspects of antiquity, and understanding 
how they influenced one another, helps me see how they continue to shape the world today. 
 
After reading Cicero's 'De Imperio' at AS, I studied his letters to Atticus, written during the 
decline of the Republic, and was struck by the fact that we, 2000 years later, have access to the 
raw, un-adapted opinion of a politician who was living in such a pivotal and turbulent time. With 
help from the 'Cambridge Companion to Cicero', and Robert Harris’ fictional biography, I gained 
a new perspective on his character not only during the political crisis of 63 BC, but also during 
the Civil War.  
 
At Bryanston Summer School I embraced the fast-paced Ancient Greek lessons which took me 
from beginner to GCSE standard in two weeks. While there, I was really engaged by John 
Taylor's seminar on whether the Bible, given that the New Testament is written in Greek, could 
be considered part of the Hellenistic literary canon. I read ‘Introducing the Ancient Greeks’ and 
was drawn to the last chapter in particular, which explains the role of Christianity in antiquity and 
why it spread. The contrasting receptions given intrigued me: Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra was 
open to the influx of non-Pagan religions, whereas when Paul arrived in Ephesus he was 
imprisoned and caused rioting. In my current weekly Latin lessons, I have chosen to study 
Tacitus’ accounts of the persecution of the Christians under Nero; through examining the 
Histories, I have gained a better appreciation for this harsh treatment of monotheists in the first 
century AD.  
 
Having lived in five different countries, all with very different cultures, I find it interesting to 
examine the treatment of foreign peoples today in comparison with antiquity.  I therefore entered 
an essay competition run by Cambridge on racism within the Roman Empire, and was highly 
commended. I explored the treatment of foreign peoples, focusing on how Rome treated the 
influx of foreigners and migrants, and was struck by how immigration was a necessity for the 
strength of the Empire, and welcomed by Rome.  
 
Living around the world has ignited my interest in the study of languages; my enthusiasm for 
Spanish is taking me to Chile, where I will volunteer for five months. I hope the study of modern 
languages will aid me in the understanding of the legacies of Latin and Greek, as well as 
provide me with a greater cultural perspective. In preparation, I am teaching Spanish at Nord 
Anglia School in Dubai to children aged from 3 to 16, and have supplemented this with reading 
Marquez and his short stories. Just as how the Aeneid reflects traditional Roman virtues, 
Marquez’s work portrays Colombian society with similar clarity. 
 
By running the London marathon, and balancing training in tough conditions with school work, I 
believe I have shown the requisite commitment, determination and and resilience to make a 
success of even the most demanding of degrees. I also completed Gold Duke of Edinburgh, 
which involved volunteering at a school for disabled children, was a senior prefect, and 
competed for the athletics, water-polo and touch rugby teams.  
 
This multidisciplinary nature of Classics is what really attracts me to the degree: I will be able to 
study literature, language and history to get a deep and wide view of ancient civilisations and 
their peoples. I am very excited about the prospect of studying Classics at university, and 
believe I would be a very good fit for this course. 


