
Humanity is perpetually in pursuit of satisfaction. The study of economics provides many of the reasons why 
this goal is elusive and, tantalisingly, hundreds of theories proposing how we might achieve it. This relevance 
is what draws me to the subject: real-world problems, like the current migrant crisis, can be explained, and 
therefore perhaps solved, through the lens of economic thought.  

Alvin Birdi's lecture on inequality in the University of Bristol Economics Summer School demonstrated how a 
degree of income differentiation (a Rawlsian-esque social order) was efficient in providing citizens with 
incentives to work. Studying further, I hope to examine inequality and its correlation with productivity using 
econometrics because, especially in the UK, a class system is known to be part of the national psychology. 
Understanding the economic consequences (and whether it may be useful for some industries- see the City 
of London for its networking advantage) of inequality is central to implementing methods to change it. In 
another lecture, I was introduced to game theory; it surprised me that an area so pivotal to modern 
economic decision making and so useful for fostering logical thought had been removed from the new A-
level. Naturally intrigued, I was led to reading Kay's 'Foundations of Corporate Success' which applied game 
theory in a way that clarified to me the relatively simple, yet influential, incentives behind seemingly 
complex business decisions, especially in the field of mergers.  

My A-level study of Economics has given me a grasp of fundamental macro and microeconomic theories 
while retaining the ability to evaluate and contrast individual schools of thought. I enjoyed the intellectual 
challenges posed by Chang's '23 Things They Don't Tell You About Capitalism' because it provided an 
alternative to my preconceived leaning towards economic Thatcherism by presenting data linking Western 
European economic growth to expansion of the welfare state. I eagerly anticipate investigating the 
multitude of causes driving growth which benefits consumers. AS Government and Politics necessitated not 
only erudite explanation and evaluation of ideas but differentiation between cause and consequence. 
Problem-solving in Physics has extended my ability to sift significant information from a mass of data, while 
A-level Maths has developed my dispassionate reasoning ability. I will revel in using these intertwined 
academic skills to reveal the true relevance of a set of macroeconomic statistics at university. I proved my 
knack for analysis during a week's work experience in Pricing at VitalityHealth, where I was required to take a 
large dataset of clients and examine specific legacy policies to assess their profitability. I enjoyed this work 
because it involved applying an aspect of price discrimination, which meant I gained a deeper understanding 
of how markets are segmented and therefore how the revenue from each is maximised.  

Previous work experiences have included a week working with management consultants at TATA 
Consultancy Services, which helped to develop my understanding of large corporations and their role in the 
wider economy, and a summer spell at David Winter Independent Financial Advisers, which expanded my 
knowledge of statistical analysis of markets (when considering financial packages for clients). When 
captaining the school rugby team and playing league cricket, as well as refereeing football and working at 
Marriott Hotels as part time jobs, I have flourished as a communicator. While completing Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award and leading the GBP1000 prizewinning Mission to Mars extended project, I developed 
teamwork and leadership skills which I will bring to university life.  

By studying Economics, I hope to apply logical economic thought to understand the forces which shape 
every human life: equipped with these insights, I hope to pursue a future career which will satisfy both my 
material and moral ambitions. 


