
Last year, I went to Trinidad and Tobago volunteering with my school. The clerical work i did 

there, the stories of the refugees and a day’s work experience I did in the French Embassy to 

Ireland inspired me to consider pursuing a career in diplomacy or advocacy. To achieve this, I 

think that a degree in languages would help me hugely. Currently in school, the subjects that I 

enjoy studying most are languages, especially French. I have always enjoyed my French 

lessons, studying the language as well as French culture, but due to the nature of the Leaving 

Certificate I won’t get the opportunity to study any French literature for my exams. It is that 

aspect of studying French at third level that particularly appeals to me, as well as the 

opportunity to spend a year studying abroad. I attended several university open days over the 

course of the last year, and each time it has been the Modern Languages departments that 

have truly grabbed my attention. During my Transition Year programme (2014/15) I decided to 

spend a school term in France, and stay with a host family. I stayed in a small village in Brittany 

and attended school with one of the children in my ‘family’. This was daunting, especially with 

the added stress of staying with people I had never met before. However, I was told by my 

teachers that this was the best way to improve my French. The company that organised my trip 

(Living Language) carried out internal assessments on my level of French before I left and once 

I came back, and I improved from a C grade to an A grade during those five weeks. It was there 

that I saw in practical terms the benefits of understanding different languages and cultures. I 

loved experiencing the everyday life of French people in a way that is difficult to do while on 

holiday. It amazes me that with every trip to France, communication and getting around become 

that little bit easier as my French improves. I have continually strived to improve my French. In 

2015, I took part in an in-house French debating league, in which my team came second 

overall. I have also begun to read some French books outside of school - including a French 

translation of ‘My Sister’s Keeper’ and Guy de Maupassant’s ‘Boule de Suif’, both of which I 

enjoyed immensely. Aged 14, I took a PSSS assessment and scored in the top 5% of writing 

skills and the top 10% of critical reading skills when compared to 16 year olds. That PSSS 

assessment allowed me to take part in Centre for Talented Youth Ireland (CTYI) programmes, 

which I enjoyed and found greatly beneficial. I am a proud owner of a Fáinne Óir - a badge 

which is a symbol of commitment to and passion for the Irish language. I enjoy being involved in 

school life - to date, I play hockey, am a member of the Senior Choir, have taken part in Model 

UN and this year, I am a school prefect. The Model UN taught me research and leadership 

skills, and the latter has been reinforced by my new role this year as a school prefect. As 

someone who has grown up speaking Welsh and Irish, languages have always been a huge 

part of my identity. I would love to have the opportunity to continue having languages as a 

central part of my life. 


