
 

 

I’m Christina Kartali, a second-year Law student. I achieved 39/42 in my LNAT, 
which I sat in 2017. Below are the strategies which I adopted in preparing for my 
LNAT: 
 

One month before the test:  
 

PRACTICE AND STRATEGY 
 

• The most important piece of advice for excelling in the multiple choice (Section A) is to 
practise. Although the LNAT is an aptitude test, the phrasing of the questions and their 
requirements tends to be repetitive. For example, some questions will ask about the pur-
pose of the text, while others will ask about assumptions and inferences which may be 
drawn from it. Completing past papers and marking them will allow you to see which 
types of questions you most commonly get wrong. Place a particular focus on practising 
on those questions which you have most trouble with.  
 

• In preparing for the essay section (Section B), I found it beneficial to make essay plans 
with my opinions on different political and socio-economic questions. Many of the ques-
tions which come up in the essay section are standard debate topics. In fact, I found that 
no experience helped me more to do well in this section than my participation in school 
debate. Visit idebate.org and take a look at their ‘Top 100 debates’. Read through sum-
maries of the arguments submitted on either side and consider which side is more con-
vincing. Keeping up to date with current affairs can enable you to add more content to 
your essays and substantiate your arguments with facts. However, a broad understand-
ing of the competing principles and policy considerations surrounding a contentious topic 
is more valuable than possessing detailed knowledge of the topic.  
 

MATERIALS 
 

• Some Section A past papers are available online. For further practice in the multiple-
choice, I recommend turning to LNAT practice books. I used ‘The Ultimate LNAT Guide: 
400 Practice Questions’ by William Anthony, and ‘Mastering the National Admissions 
Test for Law’ by Mark Shepherd, but many other valuable resources can also be pur-
chased or borrowed. The most useful books include ‘long answers’ to each solution, at 
the back of the book. These explain the reasoning behind each answer. Do not simply 
plough through past papers. The best way to improve between past papers is to read the 
‘long answers’ and to understand your mistakes.  

• To gain an understanding of the requirements of Section B, I read ‘LNAT Essay Writing 
Revision Guide Book: Preparation and Practice Tests for Section B of the Exam’, by the 
LNAT Success Associates.  
 

TIMING 
 

• For a lot of students, the most challenging part of the test is completing it in the set time. 
Once you have completed some past-papers and have understood the reasoning behind 
the style of question asked, you will naturally be able to complete the test more speedily. 
Nonetheless, it is useful to practise the test under timed conditions. An LNAT Online 
Practice Test can be downloaded from the Pearson website. This is an onscreen simula-
tion of the real LNAT exactly as it will appear on-screen at the test centre, complete with 
a countdown timer. You can use it to familiarise yourself with the exact format of the test, 
and to sit it under timed conditions. If you find that you run out of time, do not be dis-
heartened and practise some more! You will see a vast improvement in both the speed 
and accuracy of your answers.   



 

 

• For Section B of the exam, it is vital that you are able to type on a computer quickly and 
with accuracy. If this is something that you struggle with, I would recommend completing 
a Free Online Typing Course ahead of the test.  
 

 

The day before:  
 

• Try to be well-rested and relaxed. Be positive and have faith in yourself. Take this as 
your opportunity to show off the effort you put into preparation. Try to see the test as a 
game — an intellectual puzzle of sorts, and try to enjoy it. 
 

During the test:  
 

• When approaching a new text in Section A, read the questions once through first. Next, 
read the text thoroughly from start to finish, and try to immerse yourself in it. This ap-
proach will enable you to answer the ‘broad’ style of questions, for example, those which 
relate to the overall tone of the text, or the author’s intention. Next, turn to the questions. 
To answer some of the ‘narrower’ questions (i.e. ones to which the answer can be found 
in a specific section of the text), you might have to go back and carefully re-read the sec-
tions which they refer to.  

• If in doubt, go with your gut.  
• In the essay section, you don’t need to pick the most difficult question to impress. Pick 

the essay question which you have the clearest understanding of. It is crucial that in your 
response, you answer exactly the question that is asked. Further, argue for the side 
which you believe you can produce the clearest arguments for — the person marking 
your essay will not judge you for the view you take on a particular topic. Keep in mind 
that you only have 40 minutes and that you want to reach a reasoned conclusion. Try to 
spend 5 minutes planning your answer. Keep the language and the structure simple and 
clear.  
 

After the test:  
• Relax. Remember that your LNAT score is only a small part of an overall assessment of 

your academic profile. There is no pass or fail mark. Coming to Oxford, I have seen that 
there is a large disparity in the LNAT scores of students who were admitted to study 
Law. Your LNAT score, school grades, references from your teachers, personal state-
ment and interview performance will all be used in an overall evaluation. A low LNAT 
score is not the be all and end all, in the same way that a high LNAT score is not a guar-
antee of admittance.  


