
What fascinates me about law is that it underpins the functioning of whole societies, 
simultaneously reflecting but also shaping the values that a people hold. Studying the 
American civil rights movement for my History A2 has highlighted the instrumental role played 
by the courts in the repression of African-Americans, in cases such as Plessey vs. Ferguson. 
Decisions like these raise the dilemma of how closely laws should mirror a society's beliefs, 
which in hindsight we might view as unjust. Furthermore, if we accept that laws are not 
always morally just, when is it right to not obey the law? German courts have argued in the 
Mauerschuetzenprozesse, for example, that border guards acting to prevent Republikflucht 
were guilty of murder, despite acting within the laws of the GDR.  
 
The deciding factor that convinced me to study Law in a more international context at 
university was my work experience. Spending time at Noerr, a German international law firm 
in Munich, introduced me to the appeal of working in multiple jurisdictions with a team of 
lawyers from around the world. I found the transnational cases with which they worked 
especially exciting, and I was able to apply my linguistic skills whilst drafting correspondence 
in German, and researching both European and German product safety law. I became 
particularly interested in patent law, and I chose to write my independent study on its 
historical development.  This allowed me combine my interests in History, Economics and 
Law within a study of multiple legal systems. It has been fascinating to discover how legal 
innovations in one country had implications abroad. For example, the migration of Venetian 
artisans across Europe spread not only the secrets of their crafts, but also the notion that an 
inventor's idea deserves protection. 
 
Reading 'Is Eating People Wrong,' gave me an insight into the workings of the common law 
system. Introducing landmark cases such as Donoghue vs. Stevenson, the book opened a 
window into the social context and political compromises surrounding legal decisions. 
Learning about the fight against discrimination in America also led me to read 'Eve was 
Framed,' a case study on the prejudices women face in the English legal system, which are 
representative of the broader discrimination occasionally faced by certain groups in the legal 
system. I am also an avid follower of the UK Criminal law blog, which has given me a feel for 
the criminal justice system and inspired me to watch proceedings in local courts. Reading a 
range of newspapers, including foreign papers such as 'Le Monde' and 'Der Spiegel,' keeps 
me up to date on current affairs and provides an alternative perspective.  
 
Music is a big part of my life, from singing in Chapel Choir to playing with the Norfolk County 
Youth Orchestra, where I am principal clarinettist. One of my other longstanding interests is 
sailing, and I was selected to sail for Great Britain at the 2011 World Championships. Since 
joining Norwich School I have taken up team racing, which demands completely different 
tactics and greater levels of communication and teamwork than fleet racing.  I am also a 
member of the school's debating team, and I particularly enjoy the public speaking involved. 
Introducing debating to a local primary school this summer provided an interesting exercise in 
distilling down the secrets to crafting a logical and compelling argument, and it was rewarding 
to see the enthusiastic welcome that the workshops received.  
 
For me, law is much more than just a set of rules: it is an integral part of our history, and 
reflects the values that we want to live by. For this reason, law is the subject that I would like 
to dedicate myself to at university. 


