
I believe that to understand and change the world we live in, it is critically important to combine 

insights from the disciplines which shape the aims, values and structures of society. Assertions must 

not go unchallenged, and problems must be approached from multiple angles. Growing up in rural 

China and South East England exposed me to great contrasts in economic, philosophical and political 

traditions. A battle of ideas was evident, with the official Communist Party focus on collectivism and 

state intervention wrestling with the seemingly unhindered individualism and faith in the free 

market pursued in the West - itself undergoing crisis.  

Awareness of these conflicts has nurtured a persistently inquisitive mindset. I have found myself 

intrigued by the debate on free will, from its tenability at the quantum level through to its arguable 

compatibility with determinism and the implications for moral responsibility. Simon Blackburn's 

'Think' introduced me to debates in epistemology and symbolic logic; studying his analysis of 

Cartesian doubt encouraged me to be more critical of my assumptions. Further reading in 

Philosophy has helped me to enjoy applying logical analysis to all areas of my thinking, which is only 

partly satiated through my study of Maths and German.  

The variations across the world economy in recent decades have been fascinating, in particular how 

some countries have leapt forward in development while others fail to escape poverty. Inspired by 

the data used in a talk by Hans Rosling, I went on to read Collier's 'Bottom Billion', which provided 

further insight into causes of and potential solutions to stagnation. A visit to one of China's poorest 

counties demonstrated the consequences of unwise state investment: an unnatural abundance of 

Tung trees was the result of a local government initiative to create an industry for which there was 

little demand; lack of effective waste disposal manifested in a polluted river; ill-maintained roads left 

the town isolated. Despite this, globalisation was evidenced by 4G internet access and a fast food 

franchise.  

A passion for politics has led me to explore ideas underpinning contemporary debates. I found 

Nozick's 'Anarchy, State and Utopia' to be an enlightening analysis of the ramifications of liberal 

thought on the role of the state and a fundamental challenge to many of my preconceptions about 

rights and responsibility. It revealed the diversity within liberalism, such as whether taxation is an 

arbitrary violation of property rights, or a tool by which government is accountable and freedom of 

the disadvantaged safeguarded. 'What's Left?' by Nick Cohen and 'Politics' by Nick Clegg explore the 

trade-offs between principles and pragmatism faced by different ideologies - a key part of the 

current debates within the Labour Party. Reading Dixit and Nalebuff's 'The Art of Strategy' sparked 

an interest in the applications of game theory to both economic and political competition.  

I enjoy writing and keep a regular opinion blog; I've sought to extend my academic abilities by taking 

a Cambridge HE+ course and studying towards FSMQ. I achieved Gold in the UKMT challenge, 

represented my school at FMSP regionals, and will be presenting at the Bank of England's Target 2.0 

competition. I enjoy music, having performed at and organised several concerts. I try to act on issues 

I care about, leading lessons on human rights and completing NCS. My Mandarin skills have enabled 

me to volunteer with a project for orphans in China.  I can see no more enticing a challenge and no 

greater a privilege than to explore further the social and intellectual forces which are inseparable 

from, and vital to, our future. 


