
TSA Guide 

What is it? 
The Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA) is sat by students hoping to study: 

• Economics and Management 

• Experimental Psychology 

• Human Sciences  

• Philosophy and Linguistics 

• Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) 

• Psychology and Linguistics 

• Psychology and Philosophy 

It is formed of two parts, Part 1 and Part 2—students of Chemistry and History of Economics must sit Part 
1 of the TSA only. 

The TSA is sat around the start of November and doesn’t require revision of the traditional sense because 
its purpose is to test the applicant’s ability to think critically and solve problems. Part 1 of the TSA is 90 
minutes long and is formed of 50 multiple choice questions which are broadly split into two categories: 
problem solving and critical thinking. The former variety test the ability of the applicant to solve non-
mathematical problems which can include probability, fractions, percentage/rations, tables, graphs and 
shapes. The latter variety require logical thought and reasoning about inferences, evidence, assumptions, 
flaws, reasoning and conclusions in arguments. Part 2 of the TSA is a 30 minute essay writing assignment 
in which one is invited to write one of six essays broadly covering the topics of Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics, often with themes regarding morality and current affairs. 

Part 1 is looking for ability to think critically and problem solve and requires very little and basic pre-
knowledge, mostly in the form of pre-GCSE maths. Part 2 is based on the ability to write a critical and well-
structured essay—the position argued for and actual arguments of the essay are less important than the 
structuring of and relations between your arguments—its looking for a well-balanced and reasoned essay 
with a short introduction, comprehensive conclusion, relevant examples and which exceeds no longer than 
the space given (2 pages). 

How to Prepare 
You may not be able to revise for the TSA as you would A level exams, however there are some effective 

preparation techniques: primarily, doing a few practice papers and going over and analyzing which 

answers you got right and wrong with the mark scheme is very useful. Such resources can be found here: 

https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-oxford/preparing-for-

tsa-oxford/. While doing this, you should develop a strategy for dealing with the exam, understand the 

different types of question (and which you’re good and bad at) and consider what patterns seem to recur 

in the questions and answers. For example, you should learn how to effectively time the examination so 

that you are able to answer all/most the questions to the best of your ability—as a highly time-intensive 

exam, it will be difficult at first to complete the exam without practice. You should also focus on what 

order you will tackle the questions, when to move on from a tough question, learning what types of 

questions they like to ask, what the key words are and what the correct answers tend to be for each 

question. For example, often Part 1 will ask for the conclusion best supported by evidence provided in a 

body of writing—you should learn where and how it asks for this conclusion and what sort of conclusions 

seem to be the correct answer in past questions. For Part 2, practicing answering an array of past 

questions will allow you to develop a time strategy and a structure strategy for answering questions and 

become more confident in this type of essay. 

https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-oxford/preparing-for-tsa-oxford/
https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-oxford/preparing-for-tsa-oxford/


What to do in the exam 
• Keen an eye on the time—Part 1 in particular is time-intensive and you can’t allow one difficult 

question to take too long; move on if you can’t answer a question 

• Part 1: Annotate where you’ve found a question difficult/couldn’t answer a question—you can 

always come back to it at the end 

• Part 1: write/draw out the information in the question—the tangled mess of evidence presented in 

the critical thinking and problem solving questions might make more sense if written out in terms of 

premises and conclusions, as timelines or as graphs/diagrams—whatever works for you! 

• Part 2: Make a plan—this will help you order your thoughts and ensure they are presented in a neat 

and well-structured essay 

• Relax - all you can do is your best! 

 

 


